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Curios  and  Relics 

Weapons 
Guns 

Presented  by  Lincoln 

Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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-M_  he  reliable  and  accurate  weapon  that  sprang  from  the  inventive 
genius  of  Colonel  Samuel  Colt  banged  its  way  into  American  history 
both  as  peacemaker  and  as  troublemaker.  Colt's  pistols,  first  made 
about  1836,  were  the  earliest  practical  revolvers  but  many  people  came  to 
look  on  them  as  cherished  trophies.  Royalty  prized  them  and  million- 
aires have  paid  as  much  as  $25,000  for  a  set.  Some  of  the  most  valuable 
Colts  were  recently  exhibited  in  the  Wadsworth  Atheneum  in  Hartford, 
Conn.  Those  shown  here  will  rouse  envious  dreams  among  gun  collec- 
tors, a  fast-growing  band  who  now  have  clubs  in  every  state  in  the  U.S. 


^_volt's  pistols  were  so 
highly  regarded  that  these 
sets,  a  pair  of  1862  Police 
models  (left)  and  the  1860 
Army  pistols  at  right,  were 
presented  as  gifts  of  state  by 
President  Lincoln.  The  Po- 
lice models  were  given  to  a 
Turkish  governor  and  were 
returned  in  1945  to  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt.  The  Army 
set,  now  in  Stockholm,  was 
a  gift  to  King  Charles  XV. 
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Convict  Invites  Bids  on  Loot 


By  Wilfrid  Fleisher 

Special  to  The  Washington  Post 

STOCKHOLM— A  thief 
who  broke  into  the  Nordic 
Museum  here  and  carried 
off  two  historic  Colt  revolv- 
ers given  by  President  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  to  Sweden's 
King  Charles  XV  has  of- 
fered the  missing  weapons 
for  sale  to  American  arms 
dealers  while  serving  his 
prison  term. 

The  FBI  informed  Swed- 
ish police  that  it  has  come 
into  possession  of  10  letters 
from  the  prisoner  to  arms 
dealers  in  the  United  States, 
smuggled  out  of  Stockholm's 
prison  within  the  past  year. 

He  gave  a  post  office  box 
number  in  the  northern 
Swedish  city  of  Sundsvall  as 
his  address. 

In  April  1967  Anders 
Kjellgren,  30,  son  of  a  high 
Swedish  army  officer,  threw 
a  rope  over  the  back  wall  of 
the  museum  here,  climbed 
through  a  second-story  win- 
dow and  escaped  with  four 
guns  belonging  to  the  Royal 
Armory,  considered  to  be 
"national  treasures." 

The  theft  was  followed  by 
a  series  of  similar  robberies 
from  museums  in  central 
Sweden  from  which  historic 
firearms  were  stolen.  Kjell- 
gren was  found  a  year  later 
by  Interpol  in  Madrid  and 
returned  to  Sweden  for 
trial.  He  was  sentenced  to 
three  years'  imprisonment. 

All  four  guns  were  Ameri- 
can Colt  revolvers.  Two  of 
them,  manufactured  by 
Smith  and  Wesson  in  1869, 
were  ordered  by  the  Turkish 
Sultan  Abdul  Hamid  II  and 
presented  to  Swedish  King 
Oscar  II  on  an  official  visit 
to  Constantinople  in  1885. 

That  pair  was  recovered 
by  the  FBI  from  a  New 
York  arms  dealer  and  se- 


cretly returned  to  Sweden 
by  special  messenger.  The 
FBI  has  not  revealed,  even 
to  the  museum,  the  name  of 
the  dealer  where  the  guns 
were  found  nor  how  its 
agents  came  upon  them. 

The  two  missing  Lincoln 
guns,  valued  by  the  museum 
at  $200,000,  are  of  the  type 
known  to  collectors  as  "Civil 
War  Colts."  They  were  elab- 
orately mounted  with  silver 
with  the  insignia  of  the 
United  States  on  the  butts 
and  the  inscription  from 
"The  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America  to 
His  Majesty  the  King  of 
Sweden  and  Norway."  (It 
was  not  until  190.5  that  Nor- 
way was  separated  from 
Sweden). 

The  Lincoln  guns  were 
presented  to  the  king  at  a 


ceremony  in  the  royal  pal- 
ace in  Stockholm  on  May  1, 
1863  by  the  American  minis- 
ter to  Sweden,  Jacob  S. 
Haldeman. 

The  king  accepted  the 
guns  as  "evidence  of  the 
progressive  industry  and 
skill"  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. They  were  added  to  his 
extensive  arms  collection 
which  he  willed,  upon  his 
death  in  1872,  to  the  Royal 
Armory.  It  has  since  been 
preserved  in  the  Nordic  Mu- 
seum. 

The  prisoner  has  persist- 
ently refused  to  disclose 
the  whereabouts  of  the  Lin- 
coln guns.  His  last  letter,  in- 
tercepted by  the  FBI,  was 
addressed  to  an  American 
arms  dealer  as  late  as  last 
month.  The  dealer  replied 
that  a  transaction  involving 


such  valuable  guns  was  "too 
sensitive." 

Another  element  of  mys- 
tery has  since  been  added 
when  Kjellgren  recently  re- 
ceived a  remittance  of  $1,600 
described  as  "scholarship 
money,"  addressed  to  the 
post  office  box  number,  indi- 
cating he  may  have  found  a 
client  for  the  Lincoln  guns. 

Ake  Meyerson,  head  of 
the  Royal  Armory,  hints  the 
money  may  have  come  from 
a  Mexican  arms  dealer. 

"Such  well-known  weap- 
ons," Meyerson  says,  "can- 
not be  sold  to  any  reputable 
dealer,  but  all  dealers  are 
not  reputable,  and  there  are 
always  people  who  crave  the 
possession  of  valuable  art 
objects  and  hide  them 
away." 
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CenUal 


Lincoln  Colts  still  missing 
24  years  after  theft 


On  ihe  mghl  ol  April  4,  labV,  a  lliiul  Iji  uKe 
to  the  Royal  Armory  in  Stockholm,  Swe- 
;n,  and  made  off  with  some  priceless  f ire- 
•ms  of  great  historical  significance  The 
left  marked  the  beginning  of  a  rash  of  an- 
que  gun  and  artifact  snatchmg  at  the 


THE  GREAT  SEAL  of  the  United  States  is 
boldly  etched  OA  the  buttustrap  ot  eacti  gun. 


TOM'S  ANTIQUE  CENTER 

117E.Min^[ttr§'40    "  *  317^55^32% 

Downtown  Centerville,  Ind. 

MoniUy-S«t«vtlay  lOS.  Sunday  15 
„    tu.    ,  31  BOOTHS 
Stockwl  with  tutnrture.  glassware,  quills, 
clocks,  lampi,  toys,  etc  Always  a  good  supply 
o)  gefierai  line  mdse 
Plus.  Tom'j  Stained  Glau  Studw  lor  Udined 
glass  supplies,  repairs  and  t  ustom  made  designs 
•  i<n  >ii<irih<i1of  lor  Wood  Wuard.  Bimai 


Swedish  armory  (called  KungI  Livrust- 
kaiiiliial  cii  I  llldt  LoinLldcU  Willi  u  slui  p 

rise  in  such  thefts  in  many  other  European 
museums  The  Swedish  theft,  however, 
evolved  uUo  a  stealthy  game  that  has  over- 
tones of  an  Agalluj  Christie  mystery 

Accused  of  handling  stolen  guns  was  Sten 
Anders  Kjellgrer.,  who  served  three  years 
for  the  crime  Hut  only  one  set  of  gum 
taken  that  April  night  has  been  recovered, 
the  most  valuable  firearms  are  missing 
and  stdl  bemg  sought. 

Taken  from  showcases  in  the  Armory 
were  a  pair  of  Snuth  &  Wesson  New  Model 
Turkish  pistols  that  belonged  originally  to 
Sweden's  King  Oscar  II,  and  the  world- 
famous  set  of  1860  Colt  revolvers  given  in 
1863  by  President  Abraham  Lincoln  to  Swe- 
den's reigmng  monarch,  Charles  XV.  The 
S4W  guns  were  eventually  restored  to  the 
Liyrustkammaren  through  the  collabora- 
tion of  Swedish  police  and  the  FBI,  but  the 
Ijncoln  Colls  have  not  turned  up 

Nils  Drejholt,  curator  of  the  l.ivrustkam- 
maren,  says  Kjellgren  was  sought  for  the 
theft  of  the  guns,  and  eventually  caught,  on 
Dec.  16,  19G8,  in  Barcelona,  Spain  He  was 
extradited  to  Sweden,  and  sentenced  to 
three  years  in  jail  by  the  Stockholm  Court 
of  Justice  on  May  16,  1969. 

Before,  Kjellgren  was  apprehended,  in- 
ternational police  work  revealed  that  the 
SiW  New  Model  Turkish  pistols  were  on 
the  market  (or  (850,  just  a  little  over  a 
month  after  they  were  taken  from  the 
Stockholm  Museum.  A  New  York  dealer, 
workmg  with  tlie  FBI  and  Swedish  pohce, 
bid  on  the  guns,  then  helped  restore  them 
to  Sweden. 

The  Lincoln  Colts  were  a  different  story: 
they  were  first  put  on  the  block  in  both 
Paris  and  Madrid  in  the  fall  of  1968  -  ask- 
ing price:  $200,000  According  to  the  Swe- 
dish museum  curator,  there  were  three 
bidders,  all  American,  who  were  both  gun 
dealers  and  collectors.  Each  dealer  had  a 
.£ode  jMirpe  to  be  used  in  contacting  Kjell- 
greri,  Who  had  chosen  the  hitkname  "Sara- 
son"  to  cover  his  own  identity  Tlie  Ameri- 
cans were  designated  "Mars,"  "I'laton"' 

All  three  American  collectors  co-opera- 
( continued  on  page  16) 
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THE  PLAQUE  on  the  grip  leaves  little  doubt  as  to  ongin  or  deslinauon. 


Civilian  ColU  g^^^    "royaV  treatment 


-vi(***fwever  pfSxluced  by  Colt  wsre  •' ' 
^  t)ke  futKXM^'Uneflla!'  pistols  pr*--  >4i^ 
'Vi«ntedbyAin«fic«'S'pr«sidHit  totfaat* 
V  reigning  Mv«reifBol  Sweden^  Oiar-^i 

Th*  Luicoln  Colt»>er«  part  of  an  ^-^ 
.eioorpouB  production  run  of  more  , 
than  200,000  Model  1860  Array  revol- 
vera'  crank«d  ouf  by  Colt  between ' 
"  lacpiipd       More  than  40  percent  of 
^tl)tt4  ifuj^  Wtffi  sold  on  contract  to 
'  5^^.  gOY«nUJIV«t  during  ' 


,  Wu,  and  In' fa 
,  deiv  s  gtiivT<r 
,  caliy  modya 

{lavi^nc^ 


^'s  ^t  toSwe-^  j 
,J^Wa*politi-' 
swant^  tpneu-^il 


a^  ^  other  S<:andi 
ji  ami  keep  t^eip  from  ^ 

.  .  „,^j8i^fy' '••■T'*'^  ..<)'' 

To  that  end,  Abraham  Linoote prtrki 
"*  ^"^  and  gaVa  a  second  pair,  equal- 

foi^fiyoi^teeiibliihed-by?* 
^C<K)nfte7  but  Sweden's  price- 


The  pistols  ceremoniously  present- 
ed to  the  Swedish  king  by  America's 
repTQs^tative,  Jacob  S.  llaJdeman 
00  May  12,  1*63,  were  m  a  velvet- 
lined  robewood  case  with  silver  fit- 
tinga.  "Hie  pistois'  butts  are  cross- 
grooved,  tilackish-brown  walnut, 
with  sculptured  figurea  and  silver 
plates  bearing  the  inscription: 
"The  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  his  Majesty  The 
King  of  Sweden  and  Norway." 

Mountings  and  trigger  guards  on 
the  pistols  are  d  silver,  richly  decor- 
ated and  engraved,  and  the  butt  strap 
bears  the  Great  Seal  of  the  United 
States.  The  basic  components  of  the 
revolver*  are  U  iron  end  steel,  but 
overspun  with  a  rich  gold  inlay;  each 
cylinder  has  ornate  scenes  represent- 
ing agnculLure..conyDerce,  shipping, 

t  handicrafts  ani  iodusfo'" 
;    WhDe  th<  revolver*  occupied  the 
■^two  e^jor  cootourcd  spaces  in  the  x 
^carrying  casfi,'  there  Was  room  for 
<<spare  parta,  main  springs  and 
ii  acrews,  two  hands  with  spruigs,  two 
Vcyhnder-locking  bolts,  two  Lngi;ers 
'  with  screws,  three  nipples,  and  a 
^cjmbmed  screwdriver  and  nippl* 


copper  and  brass,  adjuatable  powder 
tneasure  were  iiKluded  m  the  set,  to- 
l^'  -gethftf  with  100  nrim.tng  taps,  U 
#'^\tai^*"«l  «tghtT»olcal  bullets  and 


a\reight  of  ^bout  3  pounds  "ID  ounces, ^ .' 
biii  ihWtSe'  resemblihc*  to  the       '  " 
'jCiTil  WarVoJtj'i  a«  they  are  called  ' 
ends.       •  >   '  ^  ' 


manu 
31,907,'' 
Model 

ffi"i^dg^tw^p^-iS5l  wtxrfen  for 


^wu  k-^  ^*»--™  r 

combustible  envelope  cartridge. 
•,  Tbewj  Swedish  re>'olvers  by  Crus- 
tave  Young  were  among  the  finest  ic 
the  royal  cuUecbon 


PRESIDENT  UflCOLN  presented  these  .44^aliber  Colt  pistols  to  Charles  XV,  reigning 
sover^^gn  of  Sweden,  in  1863.  They  were  stolen  in  1967  and  have  not  been  recovered. 


Lincoln  Colts 


■  o  I 


(continued  from  page  5) 


ted  with  police  in  the  attempt  to  catch 
Kjellgreo  and  recover  the  Lincoln  revol- 
vers. Part  of  their  efforts  involved  placing 
advertisements  ia  the  international  edition 
of  the  Herald  Tribune,  which  is  published 
with  the  New  York  Times  and  the  Washing- 
ton Post.  The  International  Herald  Tribune 
in  Paris,  Nov.  30,  1968,  carried  a  "blind" 
classified  ad:  -  — ^ 

"Samsonr  tentative  business  trip  plan- 
ned to  arrive  London  (England),  Decem- 
ber 12th.  Advise  if  you  can  meet  me  Lon- 
don, or  how  I  can  contact  you.  Mars." 

On  the  next  day,  Dec.  1,  the  newspaper 
carried  three  other  ads  in  the  classified 
personals  colunm: 

"Samson,  please  contact  me  soon. 
Platon." 

"Samson,  please  contact  me  soon. 


Claesar." 

"Samson,  please  contact  me  soon. 
Mars." 

None  of  the  classifieds  brought  a  re- 
sponse ;  Samson  remained  mum ;  the  price- 
less (Dolts  stayed  lost.  Samson  served  his 
three  years  for  the  theft,  and  is  now  out  of 
prison.  A  sizeable  reward  for  the  return  of 
the  guns  is  still  in  effect,  and  by  his  silence, 
Kjellgren  is  matching  wits  still  with  the 
pohce  of  several  nations. 

(Dura  tor  Drejholt  provided  photographs 
for  this  article,  saying  that  his  staff  is 
"very  grateful  for  all  possible  help"  in  lo- 
cating the  guns. 

Drejholt  reports  that  from  time  to  time 
rumors  about  the  historic  Lincoln  (Dolts 
surface  in  Ehjrope,  but  nothing  so  far  has 
provided  a  firm  lead. 


r Civil l/VajTCiotis^^^        ^oyaV  treatment 

>  '  Perhaps' the  fiiiest  peiTussk^ 
'  volvers  ever  produced  by  Colt  were  ' 

the  famooa  ('Lincoln'*  pistols  pre^-  i.v 
.  sented  by  America's  president  to  tho^> 
•  rei^iing  sovereign  of  Sweden,  Char- '  • 

lesXV.  -         "      -      ■-•■^  -y^    •  -  . 


The  Lincoln  Colts  were  part  of  an  - 
enormous  production  run  of  more 
than  200,000  Model  1860  Army  revol- 
vers  cranked  out  by  Colt  t)etween ' 

,  1860  and  1873.  More  than  40  percent  of 
.  tlte&e  guns  wefe  sold  on  contract  to 
the  U.S.  govenunent  during  the  Civil  ' 
War,  and  in  fact  ^coin's  gift  to  Swe- 

.  den^s  gun-loviiig  monarch  was  politi- 
cally motivated  —  he  wanted  to  neu-  . 
tralize  Sweden  apd  the  other  Scandi- 
navian countries  and  keep  them  from 
aiding  tjip  Co[ife<^eracy.  ,  \    .  '\  \, 

To  that  end,  Abraham  Lincoln  pre- . 
'  vented  Charles  ^th  a  lavishly  oroa" 
27  men  ted  paii'  ol  ^^shoi,  44K:alit)er  '/^ 

Colts,  and  gave  a  second  pair,  equal- 
'~*~,valijable,^o  Fredertck'Vn  of  P^o--) 
iikV.'nie  Danish  tevoJvers  are>    i  i  t 


housWVfJaekfrsprJs  Castle,  belong-  J 
^''ihgto'a  foun(wtion'establlihed  by*  ' 


i^x^anishrcountess,'  but  Sweden's  piricie- 
less"  guns  were  sUMep  in  1?67 
nussing  (see  comf 

^  Charles.  XY^Coltsbear  Uie  manu 
3i.fact\irin4nlip^«^lJ^  find  31,907, ' 
and  are  typical  6f  tne  standard  Model 
1860  Army  revolvers  \i\  construction 
-c'lWncb  barrels,  round  cylinders  and 
a  weight  of  about  2  pounds  10  ounces, 
but  Jhere  the  resemblaj>ce  to  the 
"Civil  War  Colts''  as  they  are  called, 
ends. 


The  pistols  ceremoniously  present- 
ed to  the  Swedish  king  by  America's 
representative,  Jacob  S.  Haldeman 
on  May  12,  1863,  were  in  a  velvet- 
lined  rosewood  case  with  silver  fit- 
tings. The  pistols'  butts  are  cross- 
grooved,  blackish-brown  walnut, 
with  sculptured  figures  and  silver 
plates  bearing  the  inscription: 
"The  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  his  Majesty  The 
King  of  Sweden  and  Norway." 

Mountings  and  trigger  guards  on 
the  pistols  are  of  silver,  richly  decor- 
ated and  engraved,  and  the  butt  strap 
bears  the  Great  Seal  of  the  United 
States.  The  tiasic  components  of  tJie 
revolvers  are  of  iron  and  steel,  but 
overspun  with  a  rich  gold  inlay;  each 
cylinder  has  ornate  scenes  represent- 
ing agriculture,  commerce,  shipping, 
handicrafts  and  induspT'. 

While  the'  revolvers  occupied  the 
two  major  contoured  spaces  in  the 
carrying  case,  there  was  room  for 
spare  parts,  main  springs  and 
screws,  two  hands  with  springs,  two 
cylinder-locking  Uills,  two  triggers 
with  screws,  Uiree  nipples,  and  a 
combined  screwdriver  and  nippl« 

Uut^  lacquered 
copper  and  brass,  adjustable  powder 
measure  were  included  in  the  set,  to- 
gether with  100  priming  taps,  li 
round  and  eight  conical  tHiIlets  and 
two-paper-lined  wooden  boxes  for 
combustible  envelope  cartridges. 

These  Swedish  revolvers  by  Gus 
tave  Young  were  among  the  finest  in 
the  royal  collection. 


